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b 2028

Ms. BROWN of Florida changed her
vote from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’

Mr. SKELTON and Mr. PICKETT
changed their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to
‘‘yea.’’

So the previous question was ordered.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

LAHOOD). The question is on the resolu-
tion.

The resolution was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

f

b 2030

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, I was
here during the entire last vote. I put
my card in and pushed the button. It
apparently did not record. If it would
have recorded, it would have recorded a
‘‘yes’’ vote.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on House Joint Resolution 134,
and that I may include tabular and ex-
traneous material.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from Lou-
isiana?

There was no objection.

f

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 4,
PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY AND
WORK OPPORTUNITY ACT OF 1995

Mr. ARCHER laid before the House a
conference report and statement on the
bill (H.R. 4) to restore the American
family, reduce illegitimacy, control
welfare spending and reduce welfare de-
pendence:

(The conference report on H.R. 4 will
appear in a subsequent issue of the
RECORD.)

f

REQUEST FOR PERMISSION TO
AMEND HOUSE RESOLUTION 317

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the rule just passed
be amended to read as follows:

It shall be also in order to consider an
amendment by the minority leader or his

designee adding at the end of House Joint
Resolution 134 a new title II consisting of the
text of House Joint Resolution 131, continu-
ing funds for many critical Federal depart-
ments through January 26, 1996, and author-
izing a 2.4 percent pay raise for the Armed
Forces of the United States. All points of
order shall be waived against such an amend-
ment.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). Under the guidelines consist-
ently issued by successive Speakers as
recorded on page 534 of the House Rules
Manual, specifically the guideline of
November 14, 1991, the Chair is con-
strained not to entertain the gentle-
man’s request until it has been cleared
by the bipartisan floor and committee
leadership.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I would urge
the Speaker to clear that request.

f

FURTHER CONTINUING APPRO-
PRIATIONS TO ENSURE PAY-
MENTS OF VETERANS BENEFITS

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to House Resolution 317, I call up
the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 134)
making further continuing appropria-
tions for the fiscal year 1996, and for
other purposes, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.

The text of the joint resolution is as
follows:

H.J. RES. 134

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the following sums
are hereby appropriated, out of any money in
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated,
and out of applicable corporate or other rev-
enues, receipts, and funds, for the several de-
partments, agencies, corporations and other
organizational units of Government for the
fiscal year 1996, and for other purposes,
namely:
Sec. 101. ENSURED PAYMENT DURING FISCAL

YEAR 1996 OF VETERANS’ BENEFITS
IN EVENT OF LACK OF APPROPRIA-
TIONS.

(a) PAYMENTS REQUIRED.—In any case dur-
ing fiscal year 1996 in which appropriations
are not otherwise available for programs,
projects, and activities of the Department of
Veterans Affairs, the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall nevertheless ensure that—

(1) payments of existing veterans benefits
are made in accordance with regular proce-
dures and schedules and in accordance with
eligibility requirements for such benefits;
and

(2) payments to contractors of the Veter-
ans Health Administration of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs are made when due
in the case of services provided that directly
relate to patient health and safety.

(b) FUNDING.—There is hereby appropriated
such sums as may be necessary for the pay-
ments pursuant to subsection (a), including
such amounts as may be necessary for the
costs of administration of such payments.

(c) CHARGING OF ACCOUNTS WHEN APPRO-
PRIATIONS MADE.—In any case in which the
Secretary uses the authority of subsection
(a) to make payments, applicable accounts
shall be charged for amounts so paid, and for
the costs of administration of such pay-
ments, when regular appropriations become
available for those purposes.

(d) EXISTING BENEFITS SPECIFIED.—For pur-
poses of this section, existing veterans bene-

fits are benefits under laws administered by
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs that have
been adjudicated and authorized for payment
as of—

(1) December 15, 1995; or
(2) if appropriations for such benefits are

available (other than pursuant to
subsection(b)) after December 15, 1995, the
last day on which appropriations for pay-
ment of such benefits are available (other
than pursuant to subsection (b)).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 317, the gen-
tleman from Louisiana [Mr. LIVING-
STON] will be recognized for 30 minutes,
and the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr.
OBEY] will be recognized for 30 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Louisiana [Mr. LIVINGSTON].

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may
consume.

(Mr. LIVINGSTON asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I
bring to the floor a continuing resolu-
tion for certain activities of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs. This con-
tinuing resolution would only have ef-
fect in fiscal year 1996 during periods
when appropriations are otherwise not
available. This is the situation we are
in right now. If the regular bill or an-
other CR is enacted, then this particu-
lar continuing resolution would not be
operable.

The activities provided for in this
continuing resolution are payments for
compensation, pensions, and edu-
cational benefits within the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. In addition,
it also provides for payments to con-
tractors for services that directly re-
late to patient health and safety. It
also provides for the necessary admin-
istrative expenses to carry out these
activities.

Mr. Speaker, this continuing resolu-
tion will assure that veterans benefits
checks will be received on time, at the
end of the month, and in the full
amount authorized. Let me stress, had
the President not vetoed the VA–HUD
bill, this continuing resolution would
not have been necessary and these ben-
efits would have been paid. These bene-
fits would have been paid and this CR
would not have been necessary if the
President had not vetoed the VA–HUD
bill. Once again, these benefits would
have been paid if the President had not
vetoed the VA–HUD bill. I want every-
body to understand it. He vetoed it.
That is why we are here today. The
President vetoed it.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my friends
and colleagues to support this resolu-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, two more points. This
bill is necessary because the President
vetoed the VA–HUD bill, but it would
not be necessary to progress through
both houses and be enacted into law if
the President would, in good faith,
come to the bargaining table, reach a
final agreement on a 7-year balanced
budget, according to Congressional
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